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Di'psas, n.f [Latin, from to tbirft.] A fcrpcnt, whofe 
bite produces the fen fat ion of unquenchable thirft. 

Scorpion, and alp, and amphifboena dire, 

Cera lies horn'd, hydrus, and elops drear, 

And dipjds* Milton 7 $ Par , Loft, Ik x* L 526, 

Di'ptote n. f [-WltfJ*.] A noun confuting of two cafes 
only. C/a f k. 

Di'ptych. n.f \diptycka r Latin.] A regifter of bifhops and 
martyrs, 

r I he commemoration of fairrts was made out of the rfPtydn of 
the church, as appears by multitudes of places in Et.Auftin* Still. 
DIRL. adj, [dhus, Latin.] Dreadful; difma! ; mournful; hor- 
rible; terrible; evil in a great degree. 

Your eye in Scotland 

Would create foldiers, and make women fight, 

To doff their dire di ft re lies , Sha kcjj and s Macbeth* 

More by intemperance die 
In meats, and drinks, which on the earth flia.ll bring 
Difeafes dire ; id which a monftrous crew 
Before thee fhall appear* All ton's P* Lofty l\ xi. /. 474* 
Hydras, and gorgohs, and rhimreras dire Milton* 

Or what the croft, looking planet fmites, 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. Milton* 

Dire was the tolling, deep the groans, dcfpair 
Te n d ed t he Tick . Milt on* 

Difcord ! d re filter of the fiaughtered pow'r. 

Small at her birth, but riling cvVy hour ; 

While fcarce the Ikies her horrid head can bound. 

She ft a Iks on earth, and i hakes the world around, P ope s 1 L 
DIRE CT, adj, [directus, Latin, j 
r. Strait, not crocked, 

2. Not oblique. 

The ftiips would mote in one and the fame furface ; and 
confequeutly muff need, encounter w hen they either advance 
towards one anothe in direct lines, or meet in the interfedion 
of croft lines* Lent ley's iterm . 

3. [In aftronomv-] Appearing to an eve on earth to move pro- 
grcflivcly through the zodiac, not retrograde* 

T vo gcomantie figures were difplay’d. 

Above his head, a warrior and a maid, 

Or.c when di redly and one when retrograde, Dryd F \ib. 

4. Not collateral, as the gran cl fort fucceeds his grandiue in a 
d reel line* 

5* Apparently tending to fomc end* 

Such was as then the ft ate of the king, as it was no time 
by dir API means to feek her. And fuch was the Rate of his 
captivated will, as would delay no time of feeking her* Sid* 
He that does this, will be able to caft oft all that is lupcr- 
fluous ; he will fee what is pertinent, w hat coherent, what ft 
dredt to, what Aides by the queftiorU Locke* 

6* Open ; not ambiguous. 

There be, that are in nature faithful and fin cere, and plain 
and diredt ; not crafty and involved* Bacon s Pj/ay, 2 1 * 

7* Plain ; exprefs. 

He no where, that I know, fays it in diredt words, Lodi, 
To Dire ct, v a. [dingo, dtrebtum, Latin*] 

1. To aim in a (trait line. 

Two eagles from a mountain's height, 

By Jove’s command diredt their rapid flight. Popes Od. 

2. To point againft as a mark. 

The fpear Hew biffing through the middle fpa.ee* 

And pierc’d his throat, directed at his face* Dryd* Mu* 

3. To regulate \ to adjuIL 

It ft not in man that walketh to direct lift flops* f J c ft 2 3* 
W i fdom ft profitable to diredt. LulIu x* 10. 

All that is In a man ft power, is to ttund what the ideas arc 
that take their turns m hL underftaiiding ; or clic to aue, and 
fort, and call in Such as he defires* Lake* 

4. To preferibe certain meafure; to mark out a certain cnuric* 

tie di cPicth k undo the whole heavens, and [ns lightening 
unto the ends of the earth* xxxvii* 3* 

5. To order ; to command 
IJirc^cter. u. f* | diredfwy Latin*] 

1, One that dftefts ; one that prefer I bes, 

2. An inflrument that kr.es to guide any manual operation* 

15 i p. Ac T 10N * ft ■ / [ dir eft 1 o > Latin . ] 

i. Aim at a certain point* 

The direction of good Works to a good end, is the only prin- 
ciple that dill inguiffces charity* Smalridge j Serm. 

2* Motion imp re fit cl by a certain impulio* 

Thdc mens opinions are not the product of judgment, or 
the conkoLi-OCc of rcaibn j but the effects of chance and ha- 
zard of a mind floating at all adventures, without choice, and 
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\v;t ao L it direction* . c . * 

No particle of matter, nor any combination oj particles, 
that i-, no body can culler move of itfelf, or of nidi alter the 
direStin of its motion. Lbeyney. 

-7, Order ; command ; prescription. 

From the counfel that St. Jerome giyetb Laeta, of taking 
heed how ihc read the apocrypha ; as aifo by the help ut other 
learned mens judgments, delivered in like cafe, we may take 
JirdlkM. ^ * Rwxrb.sf^o, 


Evfti now 

I put myfclf to thy diredt ion* Shahfpsards Mad cth* 

He needs not our miftruft, fince he delivers 
Our offices, and what wc have to do. 

To the d redtim juft. Skahft>eai e$ Macbeth 

The nobles of the people digged It by the diredti n of the 
law -giver, _ NutM. xxL i8 ( 

Mens paffions and Gods diredt ion feklom agree* K, Qmriet* 
All nature is hut art unknown to thee. 

All chance, dirediUn which thou can'll not fee. Pefes Ejf r 
General diredt ions for fchojaftic difputers, is never to ddpute 
upon mere trifles. JJatts's Imp rev, Mindy p* 1 j ^ 

Di-re'c'i ivf* ft* j, [from dPedtd] 

1, Having the .power of direction. 

A law therefore generally taken, is a die Hive rule unto 
goodneft of operation* Hmier^ b i > f j. 

A power of command there is without all queftion, tho 1 
there be fome doubt in what faculty this command doth prin- 
ci pally refid e, whether in the will or the underftanding. The 
true refolution is, that the dire live command for counfel is in 
the undcrftandifig ; and the applicative command, or empire, 
for putting in execution of what is direckd, is in the will. 

Brand}, aga »fi Hobbs. 
On the diredflve powers of the former, and the regularity 
of the latter, whereby it is capable of direction, depends the 
generation of all bodies* Grew's Cojm* Sat* b* ii* c* i, 

2* Informing ; {hewing the w^ay* 

Nor vifited by one directive ray, 
from cottage ft reaming, or from airy hall . Tbmf. AuU 
DiR! ctlv. adj [from diredt.] 

1 * In a ftrait line ; reftilineally* 

The more a body is nearer to the eyes, and the more iircflj 
it is oppofed to them, the more it is enlightened ; becaufethe 
light languilhes and lefllns the further it removes from its pro- 
pe r fo u rce * / : ry\L n s D uf Vejfmy* 

There was no other place affigned to any of this matter, 
than that whereinto its own gravity bore it, which was only 
diredt y downwards, whereby it obtained that place in the 
globe yvhich was juft underneath. fPcchuardd A. HijK f. 4, 
If the refradtet! ray be return d direct ly buck to the point of 
incidence, it ftiull be refrafkd by the incident ray* Newt* Opt, 
2* Immediately; apparently; without circumlocution ; without 
any long train of confequence* 

Infidels being dean without the church, deny diredUy and 
utterly rejed the very principles of chriftianiiy, which he reticks 
embrace, and erroneoufly by milconflrudion* Hooker^ b. ii./ 1* 
No man hath hitherto been fo impious, as plainly and 
directly to condemn prayer. Dockery b. v. / 2* 

By aliening the feripture to be the canon of our faith, I 
have unavoidably created to myfclf enemies in the papifts 
direiily , bccaufe they have kept the feripture fifom us what 
they could, and have referved to them (rives a right oi inter- 
preting them* Drydens Href. ReL Laid* 

His work diredtly tends to rat fc fenti merits ot honour and 
virtue in his readers. Aadtjon s Freeholder* 

No reafon can pofllbly be alfigned, why it is beft tor the 
^vorld that God Almighty hath Inch a power, which doth 
not diredtly prove that no mortal man fhould have the 
like. Swift ch the Sent oj a ft h * oj Mftgi ufon. 

DikeYtkess, n*ft [from diredt.] Straitnefs ; tendency to any 
poini ; the nearefl way* 

They argued from eelefhal caufes only, t-ie confftnt vici- 
nity of the fun, and the diredhiejs of his rays; never iuJptet- 
ing that the body o! the earth had fo great an efficiency in t>.e 
changes of the air* Menthyi Sem * 

Djre'ctor* n f* [direficri Latin] 

t* One that has authority over others ; a fuperinfcenttent; one 
thac has die general management of a deiign or work. 

Himfeif flood diredt or over them, with nodding or damping, 

file wing he did like or mUBke thofe things he did not under- 
f^ n j 3 Sidney, b u 

In all affairs thou foie director* Swift * Mjdl 

What made dnedt ,r$ cheat In fouth feayear ? Pope ^ / * 
2 . A rule ; an ordinance. 

Common forms were not defigtfd ^ f 

Directors to a noble mind. Swft s Mtjcil 

3* An infimeior ; one who fhews the proper metho so 1 

ceeding, , „ - .11 

They are glad to ufe fuch as counfellors and directs m ^ 

their dealings which arc of weight, as contracts, ^ te ’ 

® hooker $ Pup- 

4* One wdio is confuted in cafes of conscience* 

lam her director and her guide in fpirituai affairs* . r y ■ r 
5* An inftrument in furgery, by which the hand is gui c 

1 The manner of opening with a knife, is by (liJmg »t « 
a direflor* the groove of which prevents 


Dir EC TO Ft Y. >1. y. [from dirtP.tr.] The borl: w^M‘« 
fediious preachers publifbed in the rebellion tor t c ■ 

their flcT in acts of worfliip* r *twat 

As to the ordinance concerning the dmfitry r c 


con- 
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con fent to the taking away of the book of common 
r Oxford Reaftm againji the Lw. 

Di'reA’l. adj. [This word is frequent among the poets, bet 
has been confuted as not analogical; aU o*er words com - 
pounded wiih full confifting of a fuhlhntive and/it/, f dread- 
Li, or full of dread ; joyful, or full ol joy.] Dire ; dreadful , 

difmal. . , 

Point of fpear it never piercen would, 

N e dint of direful fword, divide the fubftancc could* Pa. 

But yet at laft, whereas the direful fi^nd. 

She faw not ftlr, oft Ihaking vain aft right. 

She nigher drew, and faw that joyous end ; 

Then God flicprayM,and thank'd her faithful kmght. Pa.^* 
Direful hap betide that hated wretch 
That makes us wretched bv the death of thee. Sh. A. Km* 
The voice of God himfeif ipeaks in the heart of men, whe- 
ther they underftand it or no; and by fecret intimations 
gives the fmner a foretafte of that direful cup, winch he is 
like to drink more deeply of hereafter* Scuta j Set m* 

I curs’d the direful author of my woes : 

J Twas told again, and thence my ruin rofe* Dryden. 

The wrath of Pcleu , s , ion, the direful fpnng 
Of all the Grecian woes, O goddefs, fing* Popft 

‘Di'reness* n*f [from dire*] Dlfmalnefs; horror; hidcoufnefs. 
Dirmeft, familiar to my flaughtftous thoughts, 

Cannot once ftart me. Shakefp* Mach* 

Direction, n f [dire Pt to, Lar.] the aft ot plundering* 

Dirge. [This is not a contradion of the Latin dhige* m the 
popifh hymn dirige grejfus me&s > as fome pretend ; but from the 
Teutonic dyrke, laudart , to pralfc and extol* Whence it is 
poffible their dyrke, and our dirge, was a laudatory long to 
commemorate and applaud the dead* Ferjlegan* Bacon apparently 
derives it from dirige J A mournful ditty ; a fong of lamenta- 
tion* 

Tlri Imperial jointrefs of this warlike flate, 

Have we, as riwere, with a defeated joy. 

With mirth in funeral, and with dirge In marriage. 

In equal fade weighing delight and dole, 

Taken to wife, Shakefp * JPaml. 

Mean while the body of Richard, after many indignities 
and reproaches, the dirigm and obfcquics of the common 
people towards tyrants, was obfcurely buried. Bacons Hen * VII* 
You from above {hall hear each day, 

One dirge difpatch'd unto your day, 

Thefe your own anthems lhall become, 

Yourlaftmg epicedium* Sandy s Paraph. 

All due meafures of her mourning kept, 

Did office at the dirge, and by infection wept, Dryd* Sigf 
Dl'RiGEtfT. adj. [dirigens, Latin*] 

The dirigmt tine in geometry is that along which the line 
deferibent is carried in the generation of any figure* Harris * 
DIRK. n*f [an Earfe word.] A kind of dagger ufcd in the 
Highlands of Scotland* 

In vain thy hungry mountaineers 
Come forth in all their warlike geers, 

The fhield, the piftol, dirk , and dagger. 

In which they daily wont to fwagger* TichlL 

To Dirkk, v* a* To fpoil ; to ruin, Obfolcte* 

Thy wafle bignefs but cumbers the ground, 

And dirkes the beauties of my blollbms round* Sp * Paft* 

DIRT, n.f* [dryt, Dutch, dirt, Iflaiidic*] Mud; filth; mire; 
any thing that flicks to the cloaths or body. 

They gilding dirt , in noble verfe 
Ruftick philofophy rehear fe* Denham. 

Numbers engage their lives and labours, to heap together 
a little dirt, that fhali bury them in the end* Wake's Pr * 

They all allured me that the fea rifes as high as ever, tho* 
the great heaps of dirt it brings along writh it are apt to choak 
up the {hallows* Addifrn , 

Mark by what wretched fteps their glory grows ; 

From dirt and fea weed as proud Venice rofe : 

In each how guilt and greatnefs equal ran, 

And all that rais’d the hero funk the man. Pope s Eff* 

Is yellow dirt the paflion of thy life ? 

Look but on Gripus, or on Gripus’ wife* Popes EJf* 

2* Meannefs; fordid nefs* 

To Dirt* v* a. [from the noun*] To foul ; tobemirc; to 
make filthy ; to bedawb ; to foil ; to pollute ; to nafty. 

Ill company ft like a clog, who dirts thofe moll: whom he 
loves beft* Swift's Th , on var * Subj* 

Dirt fie* n.f [dirt and pie.] Forms moulded by children of 
clay, in imitation of paftry. 

Thou fetril thy heart upon that which has newly left off 
making of dirt -pies, and ft but preparing itfelf for a green- 
fickncfs* Suckling* 

D/rtily. adv* [from dirty*] 

Ji* Naftily; foully; filthily* 

2* Meanly ; fordidly; fhamefully. 

Such gold as that wherewithal 
Almighty cfaimiques from each mineral 
Are dirtily and defperatriv Rulfd. Donne* 

Di'rt 1 ness, n.f [from dirty. 2 

Vol. I. 
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Hitt. IV*. 


1. NaHinefs; filthliiefs ; foulnefs. . 

2. Mcnrmefs; bafenefs; fordidnefi. 

IJi'rtv. adj. [from dirt.] 

1. foul; nafty; filthy. 

Thy Dol and Helen of thy noble thoughts 

Is in bale durance, and contagious prifon. 

Haul’d thither b)- mechanic, dirty hands. S 

2. Sullied; not elegant. , , 

FouifcI an almond, and the clear white colour will be alter- 
ed into a dirty one, and the Iweet tafte into an oily one. Uc«t. 

%. Mean; bafej dcfpicable. - 

Such employments are the dijeaies o. labour, and the ru 
of time, which it contra&s not by lying ftiil, but by d.rty 

employ ment. ? '*&** L* 

Marriages would be made up upon more natural motives 

than meer dirty interefts, and increafe of riches without mea- 
fure or end* Temple's Mfct lames* 

They come at length to grow fots and epicures, mean iri 
their difeourfes, and dirty in their practices. South's Strnu 
To Di'rty. v* a . [from the noun*] 

1 . To foul ; to foil* 

The Lords Strutts lived generoufly, and never ufed to dirty 
their fingers with pen, ink, and counters, Arbftrth . Hfl. Bull , 

2. To difgrace ; to fcandalize. 

DFRUPTIGN, n.f [ dlruptio , Latin,] 
i* The aft of burfting, or breaking, 

2* The ftatc of burfting, or breaking, 

Dis* An in feparable particle ufed hi competition, implying 
commonly a privative or negative fignifitation of the word 
to which it is joined ; as to arm, to difarm \ to join, to di join* 
It ft borrowed from des, ufed by the French and Spaniards in. 
the fenfe; as de/noaer, to untie; dejierrar , to banifh; from the 
Latin dc ; as Jlrtto , to build ; defirm , to deftroy* 
Disaei'lity* n.f [from difable *] 

1. Want of power to do any thing ; weaknefs ; impotence. 

Our confideration of creatures, and attention unto fcriptures* 
are not in themfelves things of like dif ability to breed or beget 
Faith- Hock, r, b. v* f t%* 

Many withdrew themfelves out of pure faintnels, and dift 
ability to attend the conclufion* Raleigh's Hijr. World* 

He that knows moft of himfeif, knows leaitof hft know- 
ledge, and the exercifed underflanding is confcioos of its 
df ability* Glanv. Sctpf c. 2 y* 

The ability of mankind does not He in the impotency or 
df abilities of brutes* Locke** 

2. Want of proper qualifications for any purpofe ; legal impe- 
diment* 

A fuit Is commenced in a temporal court for an inheritance, 
and the defendant pleads in df ability, that the plaintiff ft 
a baftard. Ayliffis Parer gm* 

It is true, indeed, that this difadvantage which the diffen- 
ters at prefen t lie under, of a df ability to receive church pre- 
ferments, will be eafily remedied by the repeal of the 

teft- Swift's Adv. Rep. Saw. Tefl. 

To Disa'ble. v. a. [ dis and able . ] 

I. To deprive of natural force ; to weaken ; to crufh. 

The invafion of the Scots, and rebellion of the barons, did 
not only difable this king to be a conqueror, but deprived him 
both of his kingdom and life. Davies's Ireland 

Nor fo is overcome 

Satan, whofe fall from heav’n, a deadlier brutfe 
Di fabled not to give thee chy death’s wound. Milt. P. Loft . 

A chriftian's life is a perpetual exercife a wreftling and war- 
fare, for which fenfual pleafure difables him, by yielding to that 
enemy with whom he mult ftrivc. Taylor's Help Living. 

1 , To impair; todiminifh. 

’Tis not unknown to you Anthonio, 

How much i have dlfabted mine eftate. 

By (hewing fome thing a more fwelling port 

Than my faint means would grant continuance. Shake fbiare. 

3. To make una£live. 

I have known a great fleet difabled for two months, and 
thereby lofc great occafions by an indilpofition of the ad- 
miral. Temt> l e 

4. To deprive of ufefulnefs or efficacy. ' * 

Farewcl, Monfieur Traveller ; look you 1% and wear 
ftrange iuits; di fable all the benefits of your own country, Sh 
Your days I will alarm, I’ll haunt your nights, 

And worle than age difable your delights. Dty den's ACrens.ebe 

5. To exclude as wanting proper qualifications. J ' 

I will not difab'e any for proving a fcholar, no r yet dif- 
lemble that I have feen many happily forced upon the courfe 
to which by nature they teem much indifpofed IVsttoii 

ToDisAru 'se. v. a. [ dis and abuje.} To fet free from a mil- 
take ; to d, (entangle from a fallacy ; to fee right ; to undeceive. 

1 he impofturc and fallacy ol our fenfe:, fmpofe not only 
on common heads, but even more refined mercuries, who have 
the advantages ol an improved reafon to difahuFe von C* 
Thofe teeth fair Lyce muff not ftow, ^ 

If flic would bite her lovers : though 
Like birds they ftoop at feeming grapes. 

Are difabus’dy when firft {he gapes* 
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